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gToups. Commission 27 of the IAU has repeatedly drawn attention
%o the urmecessary duplication in the work of different variable
star groups, for which there is little excuse, with some 20 000
named veriables in the 1969 GCVS, and about 8000 unstudied variables
in the two Catalogues of Suspected Variables, a large proportion of
which would be suitable subjects for visual investigation.

A sudden discontinuity in our work is obviously undesirable.
In revising the programme, '‘hasten slowly' tactles will be adopted.
Brofessional advice will be scught before deciding which new stars
are to be taken on, and the programme will not be aliowed to expand
indefinitely.

A recent request for certain stars to be observed by the Section
has been received from Dr. Richard Stothers, of NASA's Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, whose work on semiregular supergiants
will be known to members of the Binocular Sky Soecleiy. In collab-
oration with X.C. Leung, he has used published values of the periocds
of some of these stars to derive their luminosities and masses; in
some cases, new values for the periods were derived from AAVSO obser-
vations. He now wishes to extend his investigations to other stars
whose periods have not yet been properly determined, and has sug-
gested that the VSS undertake their observation. The stars con-
cerned are; UW Aql, TZ Cas, PZ Cas, V358 Cas, SW Cep, RW Cyg,

AZ Cyg, BC Cyg, BI Cyg, V44l Cyg, RS Per, BU Per and UY sct.
Moreover, Drs. T.A. Lee {(University of Arizona) and 4,8, Wawrukiewiez
{Western Kentucky University) are jointly engaged on & two-year
photometric and spectroscoplc programme on about 20 M-supergiant
variables, most of which are already observed by British amateurs or
mentioned above. This programms nhseds to be supplemented by a long
series of observations covering many years, just to derive periods.

Preliminary charts and sequences for these sters are being drawn
up, and experienced observers willing to check them are invited to
contact the Acting Director.

Publications. Plans for bringing our publications up to date have
been drawn up and approved by Council.

(1) Current observations will be published in duplicated annual
Reports listing all estimates reported to the Bection. For each
observation, the information given will be the Julian Date (with
two or more decimals for eruptive variables), the deduced magnitude,
and an observer abbreviation. About 100 copies of these Reports
: will...



























