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Cover image

The European Space Agency GAIA mission (Global Astrometric
Interferometer for Astrophysics) is scheduled for launch in late
2011. This combined astrometric/photometric facility is planned
to extend to at least the year 2020 and is expected to set new
standards in astrometry & photometry for many years to come.
See Richard Miles’ Presidential Address A4 light history of photometry
on page 172. (I ESA, illustration by Medialab)
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