


The Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908

THE
BRITISH ASTRONOMICAL
ASSOCIATION

*

MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION

1. The name of the Association is ‘The British Astronomical Association’.
2. The registered office of the Association will be situate in England.
3. The objects for which the Association is established are:
(a) To promote the science of astronomy and all branches of astronomical research.

(b) To promote the association of observers, especially the possessors of small telescopes, for
mutual help, and their organisation in the work of astronomical observation; the circulation of
current astronomical information; the encouragement of a popular interest in astronomy.

(c) To publish and circulate such Journals, Memoirs, or other forms of literature as may be desirable.

(d) To make, purchase, sell, let on hire, and otherwise deal with instruments, lantern slides,
photographs, and accessories.

(e) To acquire and dispose of property for the purposes aforesaid.

(f) To authorise the formation of local branches of the Association for the promotion of the above
objects or any of them, and to confer on such branches powers of electing members of the
Association.

(g) To do all such other lawful things as are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the above
objects or any of them.

PROVIDED that the Association shall not support with its funds or endeavour to impose on or procure
to be observed by its members or others any regulation or restriction which if an object of the
Association would make it a trade union.

Provided that in case the Association shall take or hold any property subject to the jurisdiction
of the Charity Commissioners or Board of Education for England and Wales, the Association
shall not mortgage, charge, or lease the same without such authority, approval or consent, as
may be required by law, and as regards any such property the Managers or Trustees of the
Association shall be chargeable for such property as may come into their hands, and shall be
answerable and accountable for their own acts, receipts, neglects, and defaults, and for the due
administration of such property in the same manner and to the same extent as they would as
such Managers or Trustees have been if no incorporation had been effected, and the incorporation
of the Association shall not diminish or impair any control or authority exercisable by the
Chancery Division, the Charity Commissioners, or the Board of Education over such Managers
or Trustees; but they shall as regards any such property be subject jointly and separately to
such control or authority as if the Association were not incorporated. In case the Association
shall take or hold any property which may be subject to any trusts the Association shall only
deal with the same in such manner as allowed by the law, having regard to such trusts.
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Memorandum of Association

‘The income and property of the Association, whencesoever derived, shall be applied solely towards

the promotion of the objects of the Association as set forth in this Memorandum of Association,
and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred directly or indirectly by way of dividend, bonus,
or otherwise howsoever by way to profit, to the members of the Association. Provided that nothing
herein shall prevent the payment in good faith of remuneration to any officers or servants of the
Association or to any member of the Association in return for any services actually rendered to the
Association, but so that no member of the Council or Governing Body of the Association shall be
appointed to any salaried office of the Association or to any office of the Association paid by fees,
and that no remuneration shall be given by the Association to any member of such Council or -
Governing Body, except repayment of out-of-pocket expenses and interest at a rate not exceeding 5
per cent per annum on money lent or reasonable and proper rent for premises demised to the
Association. Provided further that this provision shall not apply to any payment to any railway, gas,
electric lighting, water, cable, or telephone company, of which a member of the Council or Governing
Body may be a member, or any other Company in which such member shall not hold more than one
hundredth part of the capital, and such member shall not be bound to account for any share of
profits he may receive in respect of such payment.

The fourth paragraph of this Memorandum is a condition on which a licence is granted by the
Board of Trade to the Association in pursuance of section 20 of the Companies (Consolidation)
Act, 1908.

The liability of the members is limited.

Every member of the Association undertakes to contribute to the assets of the Association in the
event of the same being wound up during the time that he is a member or within one year afterwards,
for payment of the debts and liabilities of the Association contracted before the time at which he
ceases to be a member, and of the costs, charges, and expenses of winding up the same, and for the
adjustment of the rights of the contributories amongst themselves, such amount as may be required
not exceeding half a guinea.

If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Association there remains, after the satisfaction of all
its debts and liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to or distributed amongst
the members of the Association, but shall be given or transferred to some other institution not
formed for carrying on business for profit and having objects similar to the objects of the Association
to be determined by the members of the Association at or before the time of dissolution or in default
thereof by such Judge of the High Court of Justice as may have or acquire jurisdiction in the matter,
or if and so far as effect cannot be given to the foregoing provision, then to some charitable object.

True accounts shall be kept of the sums of money received and expended by the Association, and
the matter in respect of which such receipts and expenditure take place, and of the property, credits,
and liabilities of the Association, and subject to any reasonable restriction as to time and manner of
inspecting such accounts as may be imposed in accordance with the regulations of the Association
for the time being, the same shall be open to the inspection of the members. Once at least every year
the accounts of the Association shall be examined and the correctness of the balance sheet ascertained
by one or more properly qualified auditor or auditors.



Memorandum of Association

WE, the several persons whose names and addresses are subscribed, are desirous of being formed
into an Association in pursuance of this Memorandum of Association.

Names, Addresses and Descriptions of Subscribers

Fréderick William Levander,
30 North Villas, Camden Square, N.W.
Retired Schoolmaster.

Andrew Claude Delacheries Crommelin,
55 Ulundi Road, Blackheath, S.E.
Assistant at Royal Observatory, Greenwich.

Walter Heath,
Uplands, Cobham, Surrey.
Gentleman, of no occupation.
William Henry Wesley,

Burlington House, London, W.
Asst. Secretary, Royal Astronomical Society.

Theodore Evelyn Reece Phillips,
St. Georges Cottage, Ashtead, Surrey.
Clerk in Holy Orders.

Civil Engineer.

Walter Goodacre,
Waratah, Holden Road, Woodside Park, London, N.
Manufacturer.

Dated the 25th day of August, 1911

Witness to the above Signatures,
John William Howard Thompson,
Devereux Chambers, Temple, London, W.C.
Solicitor.














































