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Resolution 5 – Definitions

• Planet

• Dwarf Planet

• Small Solar System Bodies



Planet

A celestial body that;

(a) is in orbit around the Sun,

(b) has sufficient mass for its self-gravity to   

overcome rigid body forces so that it 

assumes a hydrostatic equilibrium (nearly 

round) shape, and

(c) has cleared the neighbourhood around 

its orbit.



Dwarf Planet

A celestial body that

(a) is in orbit around the Sun,

(b) has sufficient mass for its self-gravity to 
overcome rigid body forces so that it 
assumes a hydrostatic equilibrium (nearly 
round) shape

(c) has not cleared the neighbourhood 
around its orbit, and

(d) is not a satellite.



Small Solar System Bodies

All other objects, except satellites, orbiting 

the Sun shall be referred to collectively as 

"Small Solar System Bodies".



Resolution 6 - Pluto

Pluto is a "dwarf planet" by the above 

(Resolution 5) definition and is recognized 

as the prototype of a new category of 

Trans-Neptunian Object

An IAU process will be established to 

select a name for this category.



The Planets



Plutinos – red, Classical EKBO’s, SDO’s – Black 



Dwarf Planets
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Possible Dwarf Planets - 1
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Possible Dwarf Planets - 2
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Pluto and Plutinos
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ARPS ?

Small Solar System Bodies (asteroids), 

Dwarf Planets and Pluto-like Objects 

Section – SSSB(A)DPPLOS


